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The applause identi-
fied Rick Perry as the 
crowd favorite when 

he took the stage in Tampa 
for Monday 
night’s tea 
party debate 
and greet-
ed his less-
er rivals as 
“fellas.”

But two 
hours later, 
those fellas 
— and a gal 
from Minne-
sota — had 
made some serious prog-
ress toward making the 
broad-shouldered Texas 
governor come across as 
an empty suit.

Sometimes they chal-
lenged Perry from the left 
(on Social Security and 
Medicare) and sometimes 
from the right (on immi-
gration, taxes and manda-
tory vaccines), but it all 
came back to the same 
thing: The front-runner 
was befuddled, seeming-
ly stunned that his rivals 

would question his right to 
the Republican presiden-
tial nomination.

The lowest point for the 
man atop the polls came 
when Michele Bachmann 
accused Perry of crony-
ism, suggesting that he 
forced girls to receive the 
HPV anti-cancer vaccine 
because his former chief 
of staff was lobbying for 
the vaccine maker, Merck, 
which also “gave thou-
sands of dollars in political 
donations to the governor.”

Perry answered with his 
trademark boastfulness: 
“It was a $5,000 contribu-
tion that I had received 
from them. I raise about 
$30 million. And if you’re 
saying that I can be bought 
for $5,000, I’m offended.”

“Well,” Bachmann 
retorted, “I’m offended for 
all the little girls and the 
parents that didn’t have a 
choice.”

The crowd applaud-
ed Bachmann, and Rick 
Santorum piled on. “This 
is big government run 

amok,” he informed Perry.
In lieu of a response, 

Perry served up a platter 
of platitudes, including “I 
think we made decisions 
in Texas” and “There are a 
lot of different cancers out 
there.”

Bachmann, left for dead 
after the last Republican 
debate, returned to incen-
diary form. Santorum 
used his minor-candidate 
perch to peck at Perry. 
Mitt Romney, refusing to 
surrender to the man who 
replaced him as front-run-
ner, got Perry tangled in 
logic and fact. Even Jon 
Huntsman, when he wasn’t 
making baffling jokes 
about Kurt Cobain, told 
Perry his claim that he 
couldn’t secure the border 
was “pretty much a trea-
sonous comment.”

On the defensive from 
beginning to end, Perry 
resorted to the time-hon-
ored tradition of making 
up stuff. When Romney 
took issue with Perry’s 
previously expressed 

views that Social Security 
is a Ponzi scheme, Perry 
had a comeback: “Gov-
ernor, you’re calling it 
a criminal — you said if 
people did it in the private 
sector if would be called 
criminal. That’s in your 
book.”

The crowd cheered this 
rejoinder, except that 
Romney had written no 
such thing. An electronic 
search of Romney’s book, 
“No Apology,” found no 
use of the word “criminal” 
in relation to Social Secu-
rity. What he wrote was 
quite the opposite, say-
ing that if bankers raided 
trusts the way politicians 
raid the Social Security 
trust, “they would go to 
jail.”

Perry tried to quali-
fy his previous Ponzi-
scheme talk, promising 
Social Security recipients 
“slam-dunk guaranteed, 
that program is going to be 
there in place” (even as he 
argued that Social Secu-
rity as it was created in 

the 1930s is “not appropri-
ate for America”). He also 
dropped his earlier opposi-
tion to Medicare prescrip-
tion-drug coverage.

But mostly, the night 
was about Perry and the 
other candidates trying to 
outdo each other in conser-
vatism. This created some 
eyebrow-raising results.

There were cheers from 
the audience of “yeah!” 
when the moderator, 
CNN’s Wolf Blitzer, asked 
if an ill 30-year-old man 
who had refused to get 
health insurance should 
be left to die. There was 
Ron Paul’s explanation of 
the Sept. 11 attacks as a 
response to America “kill-
ing hundreds of thousands 
of Iraqis for 10 years.” 
There was Santorum’s 
accusation that Perry pro-
vided education assistance 
to illegal immigrants “as 
an attempt to attract the 
illegal vote — I mean, the 
Latino voters.”

Refreshingly, though, 
Perry’s rivals did not leave 

his bluster unanswered. 
Of the increase in jobs in 
Texas, Romney joked: “If 
you’re dealt four aces, that 
doesn’t make you neces-
sarily a great poker play-
er.”

Perry licked his lips. 
He looked at the ceiling. 
He blinked so rapidly his 
eyes could have been send-
ing a coded S.O.S. signal. 
For a guy who apparently 
thought he could bluff and 
bully his way to the nomi-
nation, this was much-
needed comeuppance.

When Romney pressed 
Perry about whether he 
still thinks “Social Secu-
rity should be ended as a 
federal program, as you 
did six months ago,” the 
Texan hedged.

“I think we ought to 
have a conversation,” he 
said.

“We’re having that right 
now, governor,” Romney 
reminded him. “We’re run-
ning for president.”

 — Contact Dana Milbank at 
danamilbank@washpost.com.

Rivals won’t let Perry win without a fight

T he world around us chang-
es so rapidly that too often 
our actions go unchecked, 
tempers are lost, fits are 

thrown and epithets are hurled, 
all causing more harm than good 
— not to mention being utterly 
unpersuasive.

Technology influences how 
we communicate — in haste. 
The drive to win overcomes 
our appreciation for the talents 
or experience of others. Being 
pushed to the brink leads us to 
sometimes indulge in such errat-
ic behavior that our basic, good 
intentions are nullified.

Whether it’s in response to 
what’s being played out in Con-
gress, on the athletic fields or in 
public forums where the opin-

ions of others differ from ours, 
more than ever we are hearing 
reminders telling us to straight-
en up, to show respect. To be civ-
il.

Those practicing in the field of 
law, which is either revered as a 
noble calling or ridiculed, are not 
shielded by the behavioral chang-
es in society. Yet Monday’s ruling 
by the Florida Supreme Court to 
amend the Oath of Attorney to 
include wording about charac-
ter is as unexpected as it is pro-
found.

The seven-paragraph oath now 
includes: “To opposing parties 
and their counsel, I pledge fair-
ness, integrity, and civility, not 
only in court, but also in written 
and oral communications.”

The change in the oath, which 
is recited by every new member 
of the Florida Bar, takes effect 
immediately.

The court recognized the grow-
ing consensus across the country 
to require a pledge of civility and 
professionalism, given increased 
concern about incivility among 
attorneys. A civility pledge is 
now part of the oath of attorneys 
in South Carolina, Utah and New 
Mexico among other states.

The American Board of Tri-
al Advocates, a 53-year-old trial 
lawyers organization, has been 
working for years to address the 
issue of attorney character as it 
attempts to improve the impres-
sion of the profession. Its Code 
of Professionalism includes a 

pledge “to be respectful in my 
conduct toward my adversaries.”

“What we’re finding it that it’s 
really a matter of awareness, 
especially among young law-
yers coming out of law school,” 
said veteran Jacksonville attor-
ney Robert Cole, immediate past 
president of the Florida Board of 
Trial Advocates. “It’s something 
that we’ve been working with the 
Supreme Court and the Flori-
da Bar for a matter of years. We 
think it’s a great thing.”

While the Supreme Court 
action is directed to attorneys, 
we all would be better citizens if 
we took a quiet oath to treat oth-
ers with respect and decency, 
even if their beliefs are the oppo-
site of ours.

Order beyond the court  
Focus on civility among attorneys sends a message

Obama’s critics go  
beyond tea party

Ronald Reagan was first elect-
ed in 1980 and has been out of 
office since 1988. He won by a 
landslide in 1984, so there must 
have been some opposition party 
people who voted for him, the 
perception being that he was 
doing a great job regardless of 
what bills he endorsed. There 
must have been some Democrats 
in Congress who voted with him.

If you’re comparing President 
Obama and Reagan, bad com-
parison. This is the here and 
now, and more than tea party 
people question Obama’s abil-
ity. There is an old saying that 
goes “Please, Lord, for those 
who don’t love us, change their 
minds. If you can’t change their 
minds, turn their ankles so we 
may know them by their limp-
ing.” Cane sales are up.

CHARLES ELLIS
mrcharlesellis@comcast.net

Editorial on drug testing 
exposes plan’s faults

Re: “A symbolic law,” (Our 
Opinion, Sept. 2).

My compliments on the Talla-
hassee Democrat editorial con-
cerning drug testing of welfare 
recipients. Nicely written, solid 
reasoning, and well crafted.

I am astonished that so many 
people support discriminat-
ing against a subset of Ameri-
cans, disregarding the protection 
against search and seizure with-
out cause; disregarding the right 
to be considered innocent with-
out crime or guilt having been 
determined; and disregarding 
the right to privacy.

Most recently, I have taken my 
thinking to another policy and 
budget view. That is, drug testing 
is nothing more than government 
waste of taxpayer dollars as a 
“Dollars for Urine Program.” 
The ultimate waste.

For further consideration, 
if we must drug test welfare 
recipients as a sub-population, 
why would we not add scholar-
ship recipients and government-
contract recipients to the list? It 
would seem that the first subset 
has more access to drugs and 
the second has more money for 
drugs than welfare recipients.

I am further saddened that 
our society has reached a point 
where to find one or two guilty 
people, we stand ready to accuse 
anywhere from 19 to 98 innocent 
fellow Americans when there is 
neither a special need nor public 
safety involved.

Thanks again for your edito-
rial. For thinking and for signing 
one for our Constitution.

ROD WENZEL
Rodrod11@aol.com

Clothing drive  
helps future workers

Workforce Plus would like to 
thank Leon County communi-
ty for its generosity and care of 
its neighbors. In August, Work-
force Plus partnered with Men’s 
Wearhouse to bring the Nation-
al Suit Drive to the Big Bend. 
The drive will clothe dozens of 
people in the community — for 
free!

It goes without saying that 
dressing professionally is criti-
cal to finding employment. 
Employers need to see that a job 
seeker is composed and mature, 
and one way they determine this 
is by how a job seeker dresses. 
But not everyone can afford pro-
fessional clothes. 

The National Suit Drive filled 

this need by creating opportu-
nities for thoughtful people like 
you to donate gently used busi-
ness clothing. Men’s Wearhouse 
collected the items, and Work-
force Plus will distribute them 
at no cost to deserving people.        

Your generous efforts will 
change many lives. You and 
your neighbors gave: 63 suits, 22 
blazers, 35 pants, 21 shirts, 26 
ties and eight pairs of shoes.

How can you or someone you 
know take advantage of the 
clothing drive? Simply stop by 
Workforce Plus on 2525 South 
Monroe Street to use the cloth-
ing closet. Again, it is free.

So from the bottom of all our 
hearts here at Workforce Plus, 
thank you.

KIMBERLY MOORE
CEO, WorkForce Plus 

Patient’s patience runs 
out with busy doctor

Re: “So tired of waiting,” 
(Mark Hohmeister, Aug. 27).

I thought that Mark Hohmeis-
ter’s piece was right on the but-
ton about the thoughtlessness 
and arrogance of doctors who 
run their practice as though 
making their patients suffer 
long waits was a professional 
standard.

I recently had an associa-
tion with a local doctor that was 
unacceptable. After the third 
consecutive time that I was kept 
cooling my heels for nearly an 
hour, I mentioned to him that 
if he was always running so 
late maybe he had a flawed sys-
tem for patient scheduling. He 
became defensive and excused 
himself by saying that some-
times he would be running late 
because a previous patient had 
had an epileptic seizure or a 
heart attack.

I fired him at that point and 
never had to wait more than 
five minutes for the other doc-
tor who subsequently saw me 
through my treatment.

The first doctor also billed me 
for visiting me twice in Talla-
hassee Memorial HealthCare, 
when, in fact, he again was “too 
busy” to make his rounds and 
sent a nurse instead to check in 
on me.

I mentioned to him that I was 
tired of being looked upon as a 
living ATM.

BILL GRACE
bill@mrgrace.com
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